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This November election will feature instant run-
off elections in Berkeley, Oakland and San 
Leandro, so the ballot has a long line-up of 
candidates as well as many important ballot 
measures.  Here is a tentative schedule for the 
endorsement meeting (all times are subject to 
change following the close of filing on August 
6th). Note  that due to time limitations we will 
only be hearing from candidates in contested 
races.  State and Federal candidates such as 
Barbara Lee, Sandre Swanson, Wilma Chan, 
and Jerry Brown were endorsed by the Club in 
the spring for the June primary.  

Program starts at 10am sharp 
10 – 10:30—Refreshments/ presentation on 
Instant Run-off voting by Darryl Moore 
10:30 – 11:10 Oakland Mayor—Dr. Terrance 
Candell, Orlando Johnson, Greg Harland, 
Rebecca Kaplan, Don Macleay, Jean Quan, 
Joe Tuman, Don Perata and more 
11:10 – 11:20 Oakland City Council District 2,  
11:20 – 11:40 Oakland City Council District 4, 
11:40 – 11:50 Oakland City Council District 6,  
 11:50 – 12:00 Berkeley City Council District 1 – 
Jasper Kingeter, Linda Maio 
12:00 – 12:10 Berkeley City Council District 4 – 
Jesse Arreguin, Bernt Wahl 
12:10 – 12:25 Berkeley City Council District 7 – 
George Beier, Cecelia “Ces” Rosales, Kriss 
Worthington 
12:25 – 12:35 Berkeley City Council District 8 -- 
Jacquelyn McCormick, Gordon Wozniak 
12:35 – 12:55 Berkeley School Board—Joshua 

Daniels, Norma Harrison, Karen Hemphill, 
Julie Holcomb, Priscilla Myrick, Leah 
Wilson (3 seats) 

12:55 – 1:05 Berkeley Rent Board—Jeanette 
Badal, Dave Blake, Asa Dodsworth, 
Ipsheeta Furtado, Katherine Harr, Marcia 
Levenson, Lisa Morris, George Perezvelez, 
Alejandro Soto-Vigil, Lisa Anne Stephens, 
Jesse Townley, Pamela Webster (6 seats) 
Presentation by slates 

1:05 – 1:15 AC Transit Ward 3—Dolleen C. 
Jones, Elsa Ortiz, Nancy Skowbo 
1:15 – 1:30 BART District 4—Darrel Carey, 
Ronald Raburn, Carole Ward Allen  (Lake 
Merritt, Fruitvale, and Coliseum stations, plus 
partial downtown Oakland) 
1:30 – 2:00 Discussion of Propositions and 
Local Measures 
2:00 – Discussion and voting by the Club 
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By Walter Riley—Co-chair, JGDC 

 
The murder of Oscar Grant is a universal issue 
of justice and civil rights.�
��
I do not like this divisive campaign to divide our 
community and protestors by calling people 
outsiders.  Oakland is not an isolated town in 
the desert.  This is a great metropolitan area 
with people from all over; with a world class 
university; we expect people from all over the 
map to participate in Oakland.  Calling people 
outsiders in this instance is a political attack on 
the movement.  The subtext is that the 
outsiders are white and not connected to 

Oakland.  From the days of the civil rights 
movement to now the outsider labeling failed to 
address the underlying problems for which 
people came together. �
��
For those whose frustration with progress leads 
them to violent protest, we must engage in 
respectful political struggle.  I understand the 
frustration; I do not support destruction and 
looting as political protest.  I adamantly object to 
calling our youth and political activists 
outsiders.  I call upon everyone to push back 
against this tendency. �
� (7/22/10) 
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By Walter Riley 

Seven months after the worst disaster in human 
history, Haiti still suffers from geopolitical 
exploitation. The Haitian struggle is long--Haiti 
was the richest colony in the world; it produced 
more wealth than all the thirteen colonies 
combined.  
 
Haiti, the only successful slave rebellion in 
history, was forced to pay reparations to France 
for the "loss of property.”   This helped to lay 
waste to Haiti, who made its last payment in 
1947.  International monetary policies 
designated Haiti as a cheap labor force, and 
economic policies forced people from the 
country side.  Food commodities undercut Haiti 
agriculture, resulting in poor farmers and 
villagers forced to Port au Prince to find work, 
leading to the concentration of cheap labor for 
the sewing industry--garments, sportswear and 
baseballs. Quickly built housing had no building 
standards. The city grew to an enormous size in 
less than fifty years.  Sweat shops run by the 
elite and foreign exploiters were protected by 
military power. In 1986 the people ended the 
U.S. supported dictatorship; then a series of 

bad guys came to power.  Finally, in 1990, Jean 
Bertrand Aristide at the head of a people’s 
movement, La Fanmi Lavalas, won the 
Presidency in the first free election.  He called 
for reforms in health care, education, wages 
and respect for the poor.  
 
The military and police were supported and 
trained by the US; they were corrupt and dealt 
drugs.  With the support of Haiti's elite and the 
US, Canada, and France, they launched a coup 
de etat within months of Aristide’s election and 
forced Aristide out.  In protest, the people made 
the country ungovernable.  Clinton had to return 
Aristide but required concessions such as the 
sale of national interests; privatization and 
acceptance of IMF/ World Bank economic 
plans.   
 
Upon his return, Aristide abolished the military, 
and balked at IMF policies that did not benefit 
the masses, which angered his opponents and 
the US. Much of the campaign against Aristide 
attributes the police corruption and military 
corruption to Aristide, but the truth is Aristide 
opposed this corruption which occurred during 
his presidency. The corruption was often openly 
supported by his opposition, yet Aristide was 
blamed. Clinton promised but then refused to 
help professionalize the police, refused to allow 
weapons sales to Haiti for police. 
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Upon his return after the first coup, Aristide 
completed the few months left in his term.  
René Préval was elected president in 1996 with 
little progress for the masses. In the 2000 
elections, Lavalas and Aristide had organized 
the party and swept the elections. 
 
George Bush who stole the U.S. Presidency in 
that same year, immediately with Haiti sweat 
shop owners, elite and international support 
started a campaign against Aristide.  A U.S. 
financed group attacked with ex-Haitian military, 
some were convicted of crimes against 
humanity.  They were unsuccessful and by 
2004, the US had to kidnap Aristide because 
the trained military with their US arms fighting a 
large people's movement could not get into Port 
au Prince. South Africa had a plane with 
support for Aristide refueling in Jamaica when 
the U.S. took him from the palace late Saturday 
night early Sunday morning before the South 
Africans could land in Port au Prince.  
 
Aristide was building a national health system 
with the help of Cuba, a national education 
system for all  including an adult literacy 
program; he called for increasing wages, and 
supported unions. He wanted France to repay 
the reparations stolen from Haiti with U.S. help.  
Media lies and international manipulations 
helped to cover the horrible U.S. role.  The Haiti 
Emergency Relief Fund (HERF) was founded to 
support our allies on the ground in Haiti who 
were viscously attacked.  Some 10,000 Lavalas 
supporters and grass roots activists were killed.  
We were able to get many people to safety both 
inside Haiti and out of the country. (Check out 
www.haiti action.net/About/HERF/HERF.html-- to 
learn more and to lend support).  
 
The election of Préval in 2006 was hoped to 
lessen the attacks but many leaders remained 
in jail until the earth quake in January of this 
year. Préval lost connection with the mass 
movement.  

Lavalas was outlawed. Last year a judge ruled 
that the exclusion of Lavalas was unlawful and 
that Lavalas had to be allowed on the ballot.  
The judge was fired and Lavalas excluded.  
Lavalas is supported by the overwhelming 
majority.  The elite and their allies in the U.S. 
oppose the majority party's democratic rights. 
There is a mass call for the return of President 
Aristide. 
 
HERF is still supporting the mass movement, 
grass roots and Lavalas leaders nationally.  We 
work with Lavalas national spokespersons and 
representatives of President Aristide, and other 
Lavalas leaders. All our money goes to schools, 
clinics, community organizations, people who 
are mass leaders and political victims of 
repressions. 
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By Patti Larsen 

 
Patti Larsen, retired Oakland/Berkeley/Bay area 
union and community activist, is on the City Council 
of Perdido Beach, Alabama (population 558)—on 
the Gulf Coast between Mobile, AL and Pensacola, 
Florida.  This is her report: 
 
Oil  damage is coming in the form of tarballs, oil 
sheen and oil rings buried in the sand (like tree 
rings)...we have dead mallet and snapper 
floating in the bayfront ....the worst is after 
heavy rains and when the tides and winds shift, 
so we're constantly watching the news for wind 
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directions and keeping tabs on the tide 
charts..... 
 
 When the spill began, we lobbied and received 
over a million dollars from BP and we got 
started right away spending it (on oil related 
things, of course)!! We bought a boat to cruise 
our waterways and deploy booms, both 
containment and absorbent; we bought a 
pontoon boat, stripped it and prepped the 
bottom for oil to spread out 1100 bundles of hay 
and to use the oil skimmer that we're hoping to 
make ourselves; we bought thousands of feet 
of absorbent and containment boom; we 
contracted out to a local Perdido Beach 
business to check and maintain our booms out 
on the waterways    

I'm the chair of the Oil Disaster Committee 
which consists of 12 community volunteers who 
comb our beaches daily reporting any spotted 
oil balls, oil sheen on the water and the 
condition of sea-life.....a copy of the written 
report is then given to our volunteer fire 
department, who in turn go out to where the oil 
was spotted and clean it up.....we have paid for 
our firefighters to be trained in the required 
hazmat trainings so that they are certified to 
pick up the oil (since BP stated emphatically 
that no one is to touch the oil except BP or 
certified trained people)......... 
 
DC visits Perdido Beach  
We got a call from the County saying that the 
Homeland Security was sending some people 
down to visit us!! Us, who?? Did they mean our 
little community of Perdido Beach or those big 
tourist towns across the bay called Orange 
Beach and Gulf Shores? No, it was Perdido 
Beach they were coming to visit!! Wow, were 
we impressed......so we put on our best jeans 
and shorts and tank tops to go out to meet and 
greet them in their slacks and skirts.....Of 
course, I had to be the first to get to them to let 
them know that I was on their side, since I was 

the only one in our community who voted for 
Obama.......and I had to proudly display my 
Obama sticker on my car outside the town hall. 
  

I told the two White House and Homeland 
Security officials how grateful I was that they 
came out to visit our town.......I was getting tired 
of hearing how the Obama administration didn't 
care about us, so I was I glad to see them 
there!......We took them for a tour of our 
waterways (in our new boat) and showed them 
areas that they would never see from the Gulf 
of Mexico....we showed them our snow white 
beaches in addition to our estuaries, wild life, 
marshes, pine trees, and what used to be 
beautiful clear waters...... They were very 
impressed by our hospitality and the homemade 
baked muffins and banana bread that I brought 
along for the ride........ 

Who's On First?  
When we started out on this journey, we were 
told that “ there is a chain of command”  to 
follow when requesting BP to come collect our 
oil soaked booms (since they didn't want 
anyone to touch, have or keep their oil) And 
being the law abiding citizens that we are, when 
our absorbent booms became saturated with 
oil, we started at the bottom of the 
chain.......that was around the beginning of 
June........our chain included, but was not 
limited to: Baldwin County, Alabama 
Department of Emergency Management, US 
Coast Guard, Unified Command, Baldwin 
County Emergency Management and BP.....I 
might have left someone out, but you get the 
gist.......our poor Mayor was sent right and left 
all over the map trying to talk to someone who 
would come get our oil......well, we're a pretty 
self sufficient lot, so we just said the heck with 
y'all.....we'll take care of it ourselves and we 
did!! 
 
From The Oil Is A Spewin' To A Storm Is A 
Brewin'  
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There is now a plug in the dam and we're all 
hoping it stays for awhile until they can figure 
out a permanent fix..........in the meantime, 
there is a tropical storm stirring up out there in 
the Bahamas and it doesn't look good......Even 
though I make light of this mess in my writing , 
it's no laughing matter or joke to those of us 
who live here and have to deal with it every day 
of our lives....We are very lucky to have so 
many volunteers in our community who have 
given tireless hours of their time and 
money......this is all new to everyone and we 
don't have a manual on "How To Clean Up An 
Oil Spill In The Gulf Of Mexico" so we try the 
best we can and if the first plan fails, we go 
back to the drawing board and create another 
plan to try......So, from our little town of Perdido 
Beach, Alabama to y'all, ……it isn't a pretty 
sight, but we're maintaining!!!    
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This year the Club Art/Essay Awards focused on the 
topic “Peace in Our Neighborhoods and in Our 
World”:  Students in West Oakland were eligible for 
a $200 savings bond and a $200 gift certificate. 
Elementary school children were asked to draw a 
picture showing how a peaceful neighborhood looks. 
Middle and high school students were asked to write 
an essay on the topic, “Peace:  Making the 
Connection from our Communities to the World”. 
The winners were Biridiana Barrera Avila for the 
elementary art award, Sukari Hill for middle school 
essay, and Taleya Silas for high school essay.  

Peace 
By Taleya Silas 

 
Throughout the community of West Oakland, 
there are a lot of bad situations, but there still 
manages to be peace within those areas.  We 
learn to overcome the violence in our 
community through peace.  In the community, 
we have peace by trying to love and care for 

each other, get along with one another and stop 
the violence that is going on. So if we use that 
throughout the whole world, the world would be 
a better place and more peaceful.  So the way 
we can make a connection from our 
communities to the world is by stopping the 
violence, loving and caring for one another, and 
by learning to come together to fix things that 
are not right. 

. �

Taleya Silas reading her award winning essay June 5 at 
the West Oakland Library 
 
In the world there has been a lot of violence 
going on.  There have been things such as 
homicides, suicides, bombings, robberies, and 
all type of bad stuff.  I think that one main 
reason these events have occurred is because 
of what has happened to the economy.  The 
economy has had a big down fall, which has 
had a huge affect on the world.  We need to 
stop the violence by coming together and 
managing to overcome these hard, rough times. 
 All the violence that’s going on will only create 
more problems, so if we stop the violence, we 
can help each other create peace. 
 
Another way we can create peace is by loving 
and caring for each other.  I know that a lot of 
people have a lot of hatred towards one 
another.  We need to stop having so much hate 
towards each other and learn how to love and 
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care for each other by being kind to each other, 
and by learning to love each other through 
communication.  If we can learn to 
communicate with each other, then that can 
make a big difference in the world also.   
 
Last but not least, we can have peace through 
the world and our communities by learning to 
come together and try to fix the bigger problems 
in the world.  We can get a lot accomplished if 
we all just learn to work with one another.  We 
can fix many issues such as all the trash, 
stopping pollution, trying to help fix the 
economy, stop budget cuts on schools and 
teachers, stop investing so much money into 
correctional facilities, stop the violence, and 
other bad things that are happening in the 
world, and in our communities.  If we come 
together, our voices can be heard, and we get a 
lot more things accomplished and fixed 
together.  
 
So in conclusion, we can use the methods in 
our communities to connect to the world if we 
stop the violence, love and care for one 
another, and learn to come together to fix 
things, and get problems solved.  The world 
could be a more peaceful place if we can 
accomplish these goals. 
�

�

Biridiana Barrera Avila shows her winning artwork with 
award presenters Brandon Price, JG member, and Pernell 
Rosh, Jr., the JG 2006 winner. 
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The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in 
the Age of Colorblindness, by Michelle 
Alexander. (The New Press, 2010) 
 
Michelle Alexander’s new book documents how 
the war on drugs has been used to incarcerate 
and disenfranchise African American males.  
She shows that “This war has been waged 
almost exclusively in poor communities of color, 
even though studies consistently show that 
people of all colors use and sell illegal drugs at 
remarkably similar rates” In fact, “White youth 
have about three times the number of drug-
related visits to the emergency room as their 
African American counterparts.”   
 
Nevertheless, in some states, African 
Americans comprise 80 to 90 percent of all drug 
offenders sent to prison, and are up to 57 times 
more likely to be incarcerated for drug crimes 
than whites.  Alexander also shows that “federal 
funding flows to those agencies that increase 
dramatically the volume of drug arrests, not the 
agencies most successful in bringing down 
bosses. . . . And local law enforcement 
agencies are allowed to keep for their own 
purposes 80 percent of the cash, cars, and 
homes seized from drug suspects, thus granting 
law enforcement a direct monetary interest” in 
these arrests.   
 
“The results have been predictable:  people of 
color rounded up en masse for relatively minor, 
non-violent drug offenses.  In 2005, four out of 
five drug arrests were for possession, only one 
out of five for sales.  Most people in state prison 
have no history of violence or even of significant 
selling activity.” Most of these arrests were “for 
marijuana possession, a drug generally consi-
dered less harmful than alcohol or tobacco.” 
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“Millions of people of color (a higher rate than 
even apartheid South Africa) are now saddled 
with criminal records and legally denied the very 
rights that their parents and grandparents 
fought for and, in some cases, died for.” 
 
The New Jim Crow challenges the progressive 
movement to place mass incarceration at the 
forefront of a new movement for racial justice. 
 
(Quotes are from Race, Poverty, and the 
Environment, Spring 2010, published by Urban 
Habitat and previously published in 
www.tomdispatch.com) 
 
p.s. Club Co-Chair Alona Clifton attended a book 
reading/signing by Michelle Alexander at UC Boalt 
Hall and walked away recommitted to raising the 
issue of mass incarceration as she continues 
volunteering in San Quentin with No More Tears-A 
Response to Violence.  This program  is inmate 
founded and directed with a community component. 
 

 

JOIN NOW OR RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP!  

Now is the time to join or renew your membership in 
the Club.  Join us to add your voice to building the 
progressive wing of the Democratic Party.  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name____________________________ 

Address__________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Tel: (D)______________(E)______________ 

Email:___________________________ 

Enclosed are my dues for: 

____$30 (Reg). 

____$10 (Low Income) 

____$50 (Sustaining) 

____$100(Sponsor) 

Please make checks payable to John George 
Democratic Club and mail to P.O. 18802 
Oakland, 94619 

For Information call 510-436-7682. 
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Co-chairs - Alona Clifton, Walter Riley 

Recorder/Newsletter Editor - Jack Lucero Fleck 

Corresponding Secretary - Vacant 

Treasurer – Charles Robinson 

Parliamentarian - Robert Raich 

����3%%		��,#3$� ��

Political Action - Brandon Price 

Program & Ed. - Laurie Soman 

     Pierre Laboissiere 

Resolution Committee -- Lorie Hill  

Fundraising - Jacqueline Howell 
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