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Save the Date:
August 28, 2004
Candidate
Endorsement Meeting
for November 2, 2004
elections
9:30 AM- 1:00 PM
Place to be
announced

This candidates meeting will be co-sponsored
by other Democratic Clubs and progressive
non-partisan groups such as Black Women
Organized for Political Action (BWOPA-
Non-Partisan), East Bay Lesbian and Gay
Democratic Club, Metropolitan Greater
Oakland Democratic Club, Niagara
Democratic Club, Oakland East Bay
Democratic Club, and the 14™ and16™
Assembly District Committees

The Oakland Unified Democratic Campaign
(UDC) needs your energy! Please consider
volunteering at the HQ--2135 Broadway,
starting August 15. JGDC will set up some
dates for phone banking and precinct
walking—please join in! Oakland UDC is
great people from al across the city working
together to send Bush back to Texas, Barbara
Boxer back to the Senate, to save hedlth care
and reform “three-strikes’ sentencing.

By LorieHill

Political strategists are saying that currently
Kerry isfairly certain to win states with a total
of 168 electoral votes, and Bush is quite likely
to win states with atotal of 190 electoral
Votes.

Thisleaves 17 “swing states’ with 180
electoral votes which will decide this crucial
presidential election. The 17 states are those
that had less than a 6% differencein the
number of votes between the Democrats and
Republicans during the 2000 election. These
include many states near California, including
Oregon, Washington, Nevada, New Mexico
and Arizona.

Numbers of organizations are working to
register voters and talk with votersin swing
states about the presidential election.
America Coming Together (ACT) is pulling
together tens of thousands of paid and
volunteer workersin these 17 states
(www.act04.org or 202-974-8360).

Locally numbers of individuals and
organizations are holding house parties to
raise money and donate it to swing state
efforts. Donations are being sent to ACT, the
Kerry campaign, Democracy for America, the
Democratic party, or being given to
individuals who are going to those states to
work. Other local effortsinclude places that
offer themselves for people to gather to call
people in swing states.



Monday evenings 6 -9 PM: Upaya Center,
478 Santa Clara Ave, 444-8729 across from
Grand Lake Theatre

Tuesday evenings6—9 PM: Cafe delaPaz,
1600 Shattuck Ave. 843-0664 near Cedar in
N. Berkeley

People are also hosting house partiesto call
people in swing states, register them to vote
and talk with them about this election.
Websites now have voter registration forms
availablefor every state. Two are

el ectionimpact.com and friendsofhillary.com.
S0 set up correctly, we can sit at our
computers, call people who aren’t registered
in swing states and register them while we are
on the phone with them.

With just 3 months until the election, we have
much work to do and good places to go to do
it! So, let’s get to work!!
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Late Night Election News:

"John Kerry said avote for Ralph Nader isa
vote for George Bush. Bush said, "1@n voting
for Ralph Nader!" —Jay Leno
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California Democratic

Council Convention
By Jack Lucero Fleck

LIFORNI; —
EMOCRATI,
COuUNciL |

The John George Democratic Club made its
presence felt among the 150 delegates at the
California Democratic Council (CDC)

convention in San Diego, June 10 — 12, where
we introduced four resolutions. Jim Clarke,
CDC president, described the growth of CDC
fromitslow ebb afew years ago with only 40
clubs representing 800 members to now
having 145 clubs representing over 4,200
members.

State Senator Joe Dunn and candidate for
State Attorney General (vs. Jerry Brown) gave
arousing keynote speech to start the
convention. He described the Bush
administration as the “most morally corrupt”
in history with its cynical and empty rhetoric
such as “No Child Left Behind Act” and
“Healthy SkiesInitiative’. Hesaid, “They are
not interested in legitimate debate, only a
marketing scheme.” He noted that
Democratic in-fighting isasign of our
diversity. For Republicans, “it’s easy to be
disciplined when you only represent rich
white guys.”

Steve Y barra presented two software
programs to bring our campaignsinto the
computer age. VIVA isavolunteer software
program, by which volunteers sign up for a
certain amount of voter contact on the
internet. The software tiesto Astro2000
which isavoter database. When the
volunteer contacts the voters, their responseis
entered into the campaign database, so thereis
no need to keep calling them. The CDC voted
to try to fundraise to purchase the software
packages (as much as $200,000 for al of
Cdliforniavoters, precincts, etc.). Thisisan
ambitious and very exciting project for CDC.
We will keep you posted on its progress.

The John George delegation of Alona Clifton,
Jack Lucero Fleck, Ayda Lucero, and Lucy
Sells succeeded in getting all four of our
resolutions passed, plus an additional one on
education that Lucy proposed. The resolved
clauses of our resolutions are shown below:

HR40 (Reparations Study)- RESOLVED,



that the California Democratic Council,
meeting in annual convention in San Diego on
June 11 — 13, 2004, endorses H.R. 40 and
supports the work of the California Coalition
for H.R. 40; and be if further

RESOLVED, that CDC urgesal CDC
affiliated organizations, the California
Democratic Party and all Democratic
members of the California Congressional
delegation to endorse H.R.40 and that CDC
and CDC affiliated organizations report their
endorsements to the Chair of California
Codlition for H.R. 40 at 480 Ellis Street #216,
San Francisco, CA 94102.

Submitted by the El Cerrito Democratic Club and
the John George Democratic Club

Haiti - RESOLVED, that the California
Democratic Council callsfor the U.S.
government to withdraw support for the
current illegal government in Haiti, and for
the restoration of democracy in Haiti through
mediation by peacekeeping forces from the
CARICOM (Caribbean nations) and United
Nations with the goal of constitutionally
restoring Jean Bertrand Aristide to active
office, and be it further

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be
sent to all Democratic members of the
California Congressional delegation and the
California Democratic Party

(Boondocks cartoon)

(note—this final resolved clause about
notifying elected Democrats also applies to
the next three resolutions)

Iraq - RESOLVED, that the California
Democratic Council callsfor ending the U.S.
military presence in Iraq immediately by
replacing U.S. troops with UN peacekeeping
forces and using UN mediation to establish a
new legitimate government which would have
full control of Irag’s oil and other resources,
and be it further

Disparity in Cocaine Sentencing -
RESOLVED, that the California Democratic
Council supports AB 2274 (Dymally) which
eliminates the disparity in sentencing, and the
CDC strongly urges its passage, and be it further

Health datareporting - RESOLVED, that the
California Democratic Council supports AB 2324
(Chan) which will require all State health
programs serving the public to collect (voluntary)
data on race, ethnicity and primary language
spoken by the people who use their services;
require the Secretary of California Health and
Human Services (HHS) to convene atask force to
delineate ways that each cabinet-level agency and
its subdivisions can work together to eliminate the
underlying determinants of racial and ethnic
health disparities; and require the State
Legidative Analyst® Office to conduct a study
and to report on policy options to eliminate health
disparities, and be it further
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John George Award—
2004

From Left: John George Democratic Club Co-Chairs
Walter Riley and Alona Clifton, Robanesha Johnson,
and Elihu Harris (not pictured—Jovonte’ Y oung)

This year’s John George Award went to
Jovonte' Young, 10" grader at McClymonds
High School and Robanesha Johnson, a 4™
grader from Prescott Middle School. On May
10™ these two West Oakland students each
received a $200 gift certificate and a $200
savings bond. The award is made possible
through a generous grant from the family of
the Honorable John George.

Middle and High School students submitted
essays on the meaning of Martin Luther
King's 1967 speech about the Vietnam war
and its relevance to the war in Irag.
Elementary school students submitted
drawings showing diversity.

Jovante wrote, “Just as we destroyed
Vietnam’s culture, religion, and land we are
repeating the same thing in lrag. . . 1 don’'t
think the government realizes how much
damage they are doing to peoplein thisand
other countries. . . We must think about the
soldiers who come back mentally and
physically messed up; they see things

unmentionable. Does the government care
about the women and children that die from
the depleted uranium rods that they put in
their missiles?’

Robanesha worked hard on her drawing
depicting people of many cultures coming
together. Her teacher joined the awards
ceremony and praised Robanesha' s
enthusiasm and industriousness.

The awards were presented at the West
Oakland library. Presentations of awards
were made by Elihu Harris, Chancellor of the
Peralta Colleges, and former Mayor and
Assemblyman from Oakland. New club
member Tony Morgan helped distribute the
materialsin the Oakland schools and collect
the entries. Sylvester Brooks helped Alona
and Jack in judging the entries.
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Voting for Kerry—a View

from a Green
Excerpt from an article by Medea Benjamin

| spent a sleepless night last night thinking
about the Nader/Camejo ticket and the Green
Party’ s dilemma. | love and admire both
Nader and Camegjo, and have had a close
working relationship with both of them for
many years. | totally support their anti-war,
anti-corporate, pro-democracy message. But |
don’t think their campaign will bring us any
closer to the world we want to build.

The Nader/Camejo ticket can’t win, will
create tremendous division within the
progressive movement and might well help
elect George Bush. Thiswould be disastrous
for our party, our county and our planet.

In my many trips post 9/11 to Iraq,
Afghanistan and Israel/Palestine, | have seen
firsthand how Bush’s policies have led to the
deaths of countless innocent victims (yes,
countless, because the Pentagon refuses to



count them.) And here at home, | have spent
many nights crying with the fathers, mothers
and wives of US servicepeople who have been
cut down in their prime thanks to Bush's
wars.

George Bush has made our nation the most
hated nation on the planet, seriously
endangering our safety here at home and
overseas. Histwin policies of massive tax
breaks for the rich and unnecessary wars are
making it impossible for us, the richest nation
in history, to provide decent public education
for our children, decent health care for our
elderly, decent public transportation for our
cities. And for us Greens desperate to see our
nation break out of the fossil fuel economy
into to the age of clean energy, Bush’'s
intimate ties to the oiligarchy will keep us on
disastrous path of oil wars and global
warming.

Let'sbe clear. Thiselection is areferendum
on the Bush administration. Theworld is
watching and waiting with bated breath to see
if the US people will reject the Bush agenda.
We owe it to ourselves and to the global
community to make sure that Bush is no
longer allowed to speak in our name.

We all know that Kerry and the Democrats
don’'t represent our values and aspirations;
otherwise we wouldn’t have joined the
Greens. Kerry' s support for the invasion and
occupation of Irag is particularly infuriating in
light of his courageous stance against the war
in Vietnam. | do fedl that it is our
responsibility during this presidential
campaign to protest Kerry’'s stand on issues
from the war to the Patriot Act to “free trade”
agreements. But John Kerry is not George
Bush.

Let’s be part of agrowing, exciting coalition
of unions, students, communities of color
women'’ s groups, environmentalists, peace
organizations, religious folks and millions of

outraged individuals who are determined get
George Bush out of the White House. Let’s
show them that the Greens understand this
historic moment.

Medea Benjamin, cofounder of the human rights
group Global Exchange and the women’ s peace
group Code Pink, ran for US Senate in California
on the Green Party ticket in 2000
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More Late Night Election News

"The Bush administration may postpone the
November election if there®aterrorist attack.
If there®aterrorist threat, they may postpone
the election. Or, they® postponeit if there’'s
scattered showers." —David Letterman
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Submit an article or announcement
to the JGDC Newsletter--We invite
any and all Club members to
submit articles for future
newsletters. We will work with you
to edit for length. Let us know what
you think!



OAKLAND'S CANNABIS

CLUBS
By Robert Raich

Imagine agroup of local small
businesses that, together, transformed an
entire Oakland neighborhood from a blighted,
dirty areainto athriving, trendy, vibrant
community. Imagine further that those same
small businesses created the transformation
themselves, without a dime of taxpayers
redevel opment money, indeed without any
help from the city at al, other than the
enlightened compassionate attitude fostered
by wise city policy. That is exactly what
happened with the medical cannabis
dispensaries that opened shop to serve sick
patients in Oakland -- until they were snuffed
out by the shortsighted anti-local-business
policies of two city councilmembers.

Until June 2004, ten medical cannabis
dispensaries were operating in Oakland,
peacefully providing patients with a safe,
reliable way to obtain medicine. The number
of dispensaries was dictated by patients
needs. The number was determined naturally
by market forces of supply and demand, and it
had grown gradually as more patients |earned
of the medical qualities of cannabis and as
more doctors became comfortable
recommending it for patients. Theten
dispensaries in Oakland were a number
roughly equivalent to the 18 that happened to
exist in San Francisco (acity roughly twice as
populous) and the four operating in both
Berkeley and Hayward (cities with roughly
one-third the population of Oakland).

Severa of Oakland' s cannabis
dispensaries were in the so-called Uptown
vicinity of downtown, in atwo-block area
nicknamed “ Oaksterdam.” Having a number
of cannabis dispensariesin close proximity to
each other was a tremendous advantage to
patients, who were able to shop conveniently
among competing dispensaries, to select from
an astonishingly wide variety of cannabis
strains, processed cannabis products, and

ambiances -- and to conveniently find the
medicine that worked best for their particular
medical conditions, at the lowest possible
price.

Drawn by its unique patient-friendly
characteristics, patients from around the state
made Oakland atravel destination to come
to. And comethey did: Whilein Oakland to
obtain medicine, they patronized the
neighborhood'’ s stores, shops, restaurants, and
cafes, -- bringing money into Oakland -- and
contributing to the renai ssance of a once-
deserted, gritty neighborhood into a clean,
safe place to obtain medical grade cannabis
securely, discretely, and reliably. The patients
drawn to Oakland helped the local economy
in many ways. The area hosted businesses
ranging in size from a dispensary employing
one hundred people to small “mom and pop”
shops, and establishments of all sizesin
between.

The area grew and thrived for years,
operating quietly and unobtrusively, until its
existence started getting some attention in the
local media. At that point, city council-
member Ignacio de la Fuente seized upon the
opportunity to kill the goose that was laying
golden eggs for Oakland’ s revitalization.

Dela Fuente has adisdain for medical
cannabis. In that regard heisout of touch
with the people of Oakland, 80% of whom
voted for Prop. 215 (a higher percentage than
San Francisco, and one of the highest
percentages of any city in the state). As
recently as July 2, 2004, the Oakland Tribune
quoted Ignacio as saying heis “happy the
Highway Patrol and the DEA were involved”
in arecent Oakland medical cannabis bust.
Ignacio had been trying for years to make life
difficult for medical cannabis patients, but in
late 2003 he found an unexpected ally--first-
term city councilmember Jean Quan.

Council Action - Quan had campaigned on a
platform saying that she would be sympathetic
to the needs of patients, but her first foray into
issue of medical cannabiswasto roll out what




shetermed a“compromise”’ proposal to

regul ate medical cannabis dispensaries.
Exactly with whom Quan was compromising
isnot clear -- it was not with medical
cannabis patients, with the dispensaries, or
with businesses in the area, and it was not
with her colleagues on the Council such as
Nancy Nadel or Desley Brooks.

Quan’s proposal wasto impose alarge
number of conditions on cannabis
dispensaries. Unfortunately, those conditions
have nothing to do with promoting consumer
protection measures on behalf of patients or
with other suggestions patients had
advocated. Most distressing, the proposal
instructs the city manager to issue “no more
than four” permits for dispensariesin the
entire city of Oakland.

Despite vigorous opposition from the
public and no one speaking in favor of the
proposal, it passed as an ordinancein
February, and took effect in June.

Current Status - In early June, the city
administrator’ s office told four dispensaries
(most of them in the “Oaksterdam” area) that
they would receive city permits. Inexplicably,
however, in mid-June, newly appointed city
administrator Deborah Edgerly issued permits
to atotal of three (not four) cannabis
dispensaries, only one of whichisin the
“Oaksterdam” area. “Oaksterdam,” once a
mecca for thousands of patients around the
state, is struggling. One remaining dispensary
reportsthat it cannot handle the influx of new
patients, cannot maintain an adequate
inventory of high-quality medicine, and is
referring patients to dispensariesin other
cities.

On the other hand, the Oakland City
Council’ s ordinance has been a boon to
businessin neighboring cities. The dispens-
ariesin Berkeley, San Leandro, Hayward, and
San Francisco are reporting big jumpsin
business. New dispensaries are now quietly
opening outside of Oakland in the cities of

Alameda and Emeryville, and in other
communities. What had been the largest
dispensary in Oakland is now running shuttle
buses every 15 minutes from its “ Oakster-
dam” addressto its San Francisco dispensary.

In sum, apolicy of the City of Oakland is
now, quite literally, causing private parties to
spend their own money expressly to take retail
customers, and their dollars, outside the City
of Oakland and into other cities, specificaly
for the customers to spend their money and to
create jobs in those other cities.

This episode illustrates that good social
policies tend to foster positive collateral
benefits to communities enlightened enough
to adopt them. The medical cannabis policies
implemented in Oakland by previous city
councils did not have as their primary purpose
promoting economic development; rather,
they were adopted to promote easy access to
safe medicine by patients in need of medical
cannabis. The happy collateral benefit of that
wise and compassionate policy isthat it
created hundreds of jobsin Oakland, thus
contributing materially to Oakland’ s econ-
omic redevelopment. In contrast, Oakland
has a sad history of doling out millions of
dollarsto private developers for failed re-
development initiatives. Ironically, the latter
effect is being achieved by the destructive
medical cannabis policy foisted on the city.
We are now witnessing the loss of hundreds
of Oakland jobs, the flight of thousands of
retail customers (and their dollars) away from
Oakland, and the decline of a once-thriving,
vibrant Oakland neighborhood.

The new ordinance provides that the City
Council will reevaluate its policy in six
months. Perhaps more astute minds will
prevail at that time and the Council will repeal
the ordinance.

[Ed note: To be balanced, we note that opinions
on thisissue have not been unanimousin JGDC
discussions. We invite opposing views to be
submitted to the newsl etter.—JLF]



East Bay Votes!

A new, progressive, nonpartisan coalition is
forming in the East Bay called
East Bay Votes!

Two Democratic clubs, Wellstone Democratic
Renewal Club and John George

Democratic Club, joined forces and invited
lots of other people and organizations

tojoin usfor the kick off meeting on
Thursday, June 24th. Nearly 60 people
showed up. We've formed an interim steering
committee and those meetings are

open. We had the second general meeting on
Thursday, July 8th, with again

about 60 people. Some are attending as
individuals, and some are representing
organizations.

We have goals of:

* Registering high numbers of votersin
neighborhoods with usually low
voter turnout,

* Doing voter education and discussion in
those neighborhoods over the next few
months,

* Mounting an active and effective Get Out
the Vote (GOTV) campaign,

* Developing a coherent, progressive
strategy to affect local, state and national
issues, and

* Finding and encouraging progressives to
run for office at all levels of government

We are just getting started, and welcome
everyonetojoin us!! For moreinformation
including information on the next meetings,
please email Janet Cox at:
janet@eastbayvotescoalition.org or call her at
849-1235 or 415-902-1795 or call

Deirdre at 326-2778

Violence Prevention in 2004
By Lorie Hill

Asfounder and director of Providing
Alternatives to Violence (PAV) (see below), |
could write about violence, but | am not going
to because | think most of our members know
what violenceis. Every few days our papers
report some new, tragic violent incident.

Instead | am going to write about two major
frustrations in doing violence prevention work
currently. Thefirst isthe constant request for
research that shows that violence prevention
works. Thereis ahuge body of research
showing that violence prevention works.
After only three one-hour sessions with
studentsin 2nd grade, 5th grade and high
school, teachers reported decreasesin:

* class interruptions due to conflicts,

* pbullying and name calling, and

* racialy based putdowns
Programs that include pro-socia skills, such
as communication, conflict resolution and
critical thinking skills, are effective.

The best evidence that violence prevention



works is the experience of Boston. Peoplein
Boston created alarge, citywide collaborative
and did violence prevention programs for
years. When thiswork started, Boston had
the highest rate of juvenile homicides of any
large city in the country. Eventually Boston
had 2 1/2 years without asingle juvenile
homicide and adult homicides decreased as
well.

The second most frustrating aspect of this
work isthat our society has convinced us that
nothing really can be done to reduce violence,
especially in the poor, inner city neigh-
borhoods, and especially among young,
African American and Latino males. With
that conviction we asindividuals and as a
society do not want to invest our money or
efforts in violence prevention work.

So with that disbelief we do not tend to push
for funding of violence prevention efforts.

And when we do, another frustrating social
phenomenon occurs. Violence prevention is
viewed as part of education, and education
funding is viewed in isolation from other
funding, asitsown silo. So we aretold that,
as a society, we do not have enough money
for education basics, |et alone violence
prevention programs for our young people.

Y et let ayoung person or adult commit a
crime, and now we are in the “tough on
crime” silo, and we have the $35,000 per year
to incarcerate this person, especidly if this
person is African American or Latino or is
poor. That $35,000 per year would fund a
decent violence prevention programin a
school, which would prevent at last one
conflict from escalating to the point of
violence and incarceration, saving us money
and preventing the tragedy of young people
getting murdered or becoming murderers.

It is past time that we as a society recognize
that:
* violence prevention is effective

* if we have money for incarceration, we
have money for violence prevention work

PAV is a program that offerstools for de-
escalating and preventing violence, including:
» Unlearning racism and other forms of bias
« Communication, conflict resolution

e Critical thinking

» Emotional self-confidence

PAV gives programs in schools and community
agencies for teenagers, children and adults. Our
mission isto assist young people and adultsto
become resilient, self-empowered and safe,
through val ue based choices, while dismantling
attitudes underlying violence and all forms of
prejudice. Our work started in 1988 with the
Jump Start program and has been offered to over
5,000 young people in the East Bay and

beyond. For more information call PAV at
510.644.0922.

What you need to believe to be a

Republican:

A woman can®be trusted with decisions
about her own body, but multi-national
corporations can make decisions affecting all
mankind without regulation.

If condoms are kept out of schools, adoles-
cents won®have sex.

HM Os and insurance companies have the best
interests of the public at heart.

Global warming and tobacco®link to cancer
are junk science, but creationism should be
taught in schools.

A president lying about an extramarital affair
is an impeachable offense. A president lying
to enlist support for awar in which thousands
dieis solid defense policy.

Being adrug addict isamoral failing and a
crime, unless you@e a conservative radio host.
Then it®an illness, and you need our prayers
for your recovery.



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

Tel (plus area code if not 510):

(D) (E)

Email:

Enclosed are my dues for:
$30 (Reg).

%10 (Low Income)

_____$50 (Sustaining)

Please make checks payable to John
George Democratic Club and mail to
P.O. 18802 Oakland, 94619

For Information call 846-2837.
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JGDC STEERING

COMMITTEE

OFFICERS
Co-chairs - Alona Clifton
Walter Riley
Recorder/Newsl etter Editor -
Jack Lucero Fleck
Corres. Secretary - Vacant
Treasurer - Deborah Smith
Parliamentarian - Robert Raich
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Political Action - Charles Robinson
Brandon Price
Program & Ed. - Laurie Soman
Pierre Laboissiere
Resolution Committee -- Lorie Hill
Fundraising - Betty Berry
Media- Lucy Sells
Membership - Vacant




