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Co-sponsored by BWOPA and more! 
See flier  enclosed. 

***************************************  

 
Welcome new members and thanks to all for  
your  contr ibutions to the John George Social 
Justice Awards Reception!  We hope you will 
participate in club events and help us bring the 
progressive spirit to the Democratic Party.  2008 
is an active election year with THREE Elections:  

·  February 5-- Presidential Primary,  
·  June 3-- general and primary election, 

and  
·  November 4, presidential & general 

election 
Join us for endorsement meetings, campaigning, 
and celebrating (we hope!). 
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The first biennial John George Social Justice 
Award Reception was held October 11, 2007 at 
Zazoo’s restaurant in Oakland.  

 
Margaretta Wang-Ling Lin, Jackie Howell 
(award presenter), Barry Luboviski, Alona 
Clifton (MC), Clarence Thomas (award 
presenter) 
 
 Honorees were Margaretta Wang-Ling Lin and 
Barry Luboviski.  Margaretta has been Director 
of the Community Economic Justice Practice 
since 2003.  Margaretta has also been a civil 
rights lawyer and activist for more than a decade 
working as founder of Youth Together in 
Richmond, Oakland, and Berkeley and with 
Public Advocates working on education 
discrimination cases.  In accepting the award, 
Margaretta praised John George for his 
principled political leadership and spoke of using 
John as an inspiration in linking civil rights with 
immigrant rights. 
Barry is secretary-treasurer of the Alameda 
County Building and Construction Trades 
Council, and is on the executive committee of 
the Alameda County Central Labor Council.  He 
has worked to develop precedent setting 
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apprenticeship and recruitment programs for 
Oakland residents.  Barry told the audience that 
when he came into the building trades unions, 
they “had dug such a hole that he brought his 
own ladder,”  to move the unions in a progressive 
direction.  Barry praised the John George club as 
being the “ lifeblood of the Democratic Party”  
and the “conscience of the Democratic Party.”  
 
Speakers at the awards ceremony included Pierre 
Labossiere who urged us to watch what the U.S. 
is doing to prevent democracy in Haiti. 
 
Peralta College Chancellor Elihu Harris spoke on 
the topic of the evening, “Poised to Take Back 
the White House:  Coming Together to Make it 
Happen.”  (See following article by Lorie Hill) 
 
Wilson Riles spoke of John George’s 
indefatigable energy and humor, telling how 
John suffered a heart attack, but raised his fist 
from the ambulance gurney to chant, “Hey, Hey, 
Ho, Ho—Apartheid has got to go!”  
 
Clarence Thomas from the ILWU, presenting the 
award to Barry Luboviski joked, “We can’ t 
determine what our names are, but we can 
determine what our politics are.”  
  
 
Photos from the Awards ceremony (also visit our 
web site www.jgdc.org for more photos) 
 

 
Frankye Kelly & Trio       Elihu Harris 

 
  Pierre Labossiere        Clarence Thomas, Kriss  
       Worthington, Wilson Riles 
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By Lorie Hill 
 
Elihu Harris gave the keynote address for the 
First John George Democratic Club Social 
Justice Award Reception on October 11th.  Elihu 
was a member of the state assembly and, not 
having received enough punishment, became 
mayor of Oakland.  Currently he is the 
Chancellor of Peralta Community Colleges. 
 
In 2000, Elihu said, many people were turned off 
on politics, saying it didn©t matter which 
candidate or party won the election.  People 
didn©t care about red and blue or purple and green 
states. 
 
Now Bush and his cronies have made it more 
than clear that which person and which party 
captures the presidency matters hugely and “gave 
Democrats religion,”  Elihu said. 
 
Bush and the Republican©s domestic policies 
gave tax breaks for people who don©t need them, 
blocked health care for children and adults who 
do need it, and ignored homelessness. They 
created the infamous No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB), or No Child Left a Dime, which is 
destroying public schools and opened the door 
for private organizations to start charter schools, 
which are doing no better than public schools.  
Piedmont High School, one of the best in the 
East Bay in a highly affluent community, did not 
meet NCLB©s impossible standards because 93% 
instead of the mandated 95% of their students 
with disabilities took the tests.  As the world 
saw, they let people stand on rooftops for five 
days in New Orleans and along the Gulf Coast 
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following Katrina, turned back planes bringing 
food from other countries like Germany, and 
have done almost nothing to help people repair 
and return to their homes.  Now we have the 
mortgage mess, which seems to be about fraud, 
taking people©s homes and undermining the 
economy. 
 
Bush and his cronies© prolonged attacks on 
Afghanistan and Iraq, killing thousands of people 
and destroying their society©s infrastructures, 
have demonstrated that foreign policy is about 
human beings.  This foreign policy costs billions 
of dollars, used up the budget surplus, drove the 
U.S. into the largest debt we have ever had, and 
has alienated most of the world.  
 
For anyone disillusioned with the Democratic 
candidates and party, a dose of Republican 
thinking may be a sufficient antidote.  In a 
December 12th debate among Republican 
candidates, “asked .. where they would cut the 
federal budget, .. Romney said he©d cut 342 
federal economic development programs to 
fewer than 100, and (cut) 13 different programs 
aimed at fighting teenage pregnancy to one.”   
(Oakland Tribune, Dec. 13, 2007, p. 4) 
 
Bush©s claims that global warming isn©t real have 
been disproved by an international team of 
scientists.  That hasn©t stopped him.  His 
administration achieved its goal at the U.N. 
conference on the climate in Bali.  They  
blocked a proposal that called on industrialized 
nations to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 25% 
to 40% by 2020. (Oakland Tribune, Dec. 13, 
2007, p. 5)  The 190 countries represented, 
especially developing countries, were waiting for 
the developed countries to agree to a gas “diet”  
first, since we©ve been binging on gas for 
decades.  Bush and the U.S. refused. And on 
December 19, the EPA (Environmental Pollution 
Agency?) barred California and 16 other states 
from regulating greenhouse gasses, a ruling 
California and other states will appeal.  
 
So we can watch the fight between the 

Democratic contenders, engage in heated debate 
and argue for our favorite candidate all we want 
until the Democratic convention. 
 
But, as Elihu Harris urged, once a candidate is 
chosen, we in the Democratic wing of the 
Democratic party, scrappy as we are, need to be 
serious about politics and focus on unity.   With 
a good Democratic president we can begin to 
undo the damage of this White House gang.  And 
we need to--for the sake of people in the U.S. 
and everywhere and for our only planet. 
* **************************************  
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In our own liberal Alameda County, although the 
rate of illegal drug use is similar between 
African-Americans and whites, the rate of 
incarceration for illegal drug use is 35 times 
higher for blacks than for whites—797 per 
100,000 blacks and 23 per 100,000 whites.  
According to the Justice Policy Institute report 
cited in the December 5th Bay View Newspaper. 
* **************************************  
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Topic:  How can we end violence in Oakland? 

 
8th Grader Adora McQuinn  reads her prize 
winning essay at the John George Awards 

ceremony May 12  
By Adora McQuinn 
 
I personally know about the violence in West 
Oakland.  In 2004 a stray bullet from a drive by 
shooting found its way through my brothers’  
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bedroom window and landed in the wall next to 
where by brother’s bed pillow was located.  
Thankfully, no one was hurt, but my family and I 
have felt the emotional pain ever since. 
 
Gunshots are heard at least once a week in our 
neighborhood.  Others outside of our community 
don’ t know about how serious the violence is 
here, because the news seems to only report the 
killings, but not the every day shootings.  Three 
were 120 murders in Oakland last year, 17 of 
those were in West Oakland.  Last week three 
people were shot in the lower bottom area, two 
were wounded and the third victim, a 12 year old 
boy died.  That same week another shooting took 
place in front of the liquor store on Adeline and 
8th, two people were shot but not killed.  
Yesterday, there was a drive by in front of 
Prescott Elementary School and the school had 
to be locked down.  This was not on the news.  
Often times it feels like I live in the middle of an 
Iraq war. 
 
One reason for the violence is poverty.  Families 
that live in West Oakland don’ t have enough 
money to provide them with everything that they 
need to live healthy and safe lives.  Last year, 
70% of the families in West Oakland made less 
than $30,000 a year.  Young people resort to 
selling drugs and joining gangs.  The gang 
members become like family to each other.  So 
when someone from one gang kills someone 
from another gang then a gang war begins.  This 
happens a lot in West Oakland. 
 
Everyone should try to stop the violence in our 
community, not just the people that live here.  
Kids can help by finishing school, not using 
drugs and not joining gangs.  It is hard for the 
youth in West Oakland because the drugs and 
violence is all around them.   They have to be 
brave and make good decisions in their lives that 
will lead to nonviolence and peace in our 
community and in their minds. 
 
Adults can help stop the violence in West 
Oakland by voting for politicians that are serious 

about doing something about the violence.  
Adults can set up organizations that will collect 
donations to help pay for services that will help 
stop the violence.  Adults can also raise their 
own kids to be more responsible and to feel good 
about themselves no matter how much or how 
little money they have.  Police officers can help a 
lot by spending more time in our neighborhood 
and not just when someone has been shot.  
Adults that make decisions on how our money is 
spent in our city can make sure that stopping the 
violence is a priority. 
 

   
Sakia Finley won the elementary school art 
contest.  Her drawing includes phrases such as 
“Stay Positive”  and “Love Others How You 
Want to be Loved.”  
* **************************************  
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The European Union (EU) countries banned the 
Death Penalty years ago, and made banning the 
Death Penalty a requirement of membership in 
the EU.  The latest country to ban the Death 
Penalty is Rwanda.  Yes, Rwanda.  With all the 
murders there, neighbors killing neighbors, they 
have created a Truth and Reconciliation process 
similar to South Africa©s.  If Rwanda can do this, 
then maybe in the United States we can consider 
it.    

* ****************  
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By Jack Lucero Fleck 
“ I am not going to sit here and be an idle 
spectator to the diminution, the subversion, the 
destruction, of the Constitution.”   Barbara Jordon 
speaking to the House Judiciary Committee July 
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25, 1974 regarding the impeachment of Richard 
Nixon. 
 
We need more Congresspeople like Barbara 
Jordan now.  Bush is systematically dismantling 
the system of checks and balances that the 
Constitution envisioned, precisely to prevent a 
power grab by any tyrant. In the Constitution the 
president is not allowed to enact laws, but simply 
to execute the laws passed by Congress, 
including going to war.   
 
 However, Bush  

·  Uses “signing statements”  to override 
laws passed by Congress.  He has done so 
1,150 times!!  

·   Claims “executive privilege”  to block 
Congressional questioning and oversight.  

·  Asserts that “state secrets”  prevent 
lawsuits against presidential actions since 
such court actions would endanger 
national security.   

·  Engages in warrantless spying and denies 
habeas corpus by indefinite detentions 
without charges.  

·  Distorts or censors government reports to 
suit his right wing and anti-scientific 
views.   

 
Jim Hightower (who provided most of the 
content of this article) quotes Sam Adams, 
organizer of the Boston Tea Party. “ If ever a time 
should come when vain and aspiring men shall 
possess the highest seats of government,”  Adams 
declared, “our country will stand in need of its 
experienced patriots to prevent its ruin.”  
 
Hightower adds, “That’s us. And now is the 
time.”   He urges progressive Democrats in 
Congress to be “all over Bush and Cheney with 
investigations, subpoenas, censure motions, 
impeachment bills, and exposés”  
 
Go get ‘em Barbara Lee! 
 
[Of course the Constitution as originally adopted 
included slavery, denied the vote to women and 

non-property owners, and did not even include 
the Bill of Rights.  And the Constitution still 
includes the Electoral College among other 
weaknesses. But it also includes great features 
such as the 14th Amendment, which grants 
citizenship to everyone born in the US, and the 
separation of church and state (sort of).  So now 
is the time to defend the Constitution before we 
lose it!] 
�
* **************************************  
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(from the internet) 
 "A moment I©ve been dreading. George brought 
his ne©re-do-well son around this morning and 
asked me to find the kid a job. Not the political 
one who lives in Florida . the one who hangs 
around here all the time looking shiftless. This 
so-called kid is already almost 40 and has never 
had a real job. Maybe I©ll call Kinsley over at The 
New Republic and see if they©ll hire him as a 
contributing editor or something. That looks like 
easy work." 
 -- Ronald Reagan in his recently published 
diaries, May 17, 1986 
(note:  JGDC newsletter editor does not vouch 
for authenticity of preceding item) 
 
***************************************  
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 � 9 � %� 7� “ I am saddened that it is 
politically inconvenient to acknowledge what 
everyone knows:  the Iraq war is largely about 
oil.”   -- Alan Greenspan, former Federal Reserve 
Chairman from his recently published memoir 
(this is for real)   
* **************************************  
Join us on the steer ing committee—
annual elections for steering committee will be 
held in February.  Let us know if you want to 
run—we welcome your participation!  (call 436-
7682 or email jgdc@igc.org.) 
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MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION/RENEWAL 

 
Name________________________ 
 
Address______________________ 
 
_____________________________ 
Tel (plus area code if not 510): 
 (D)______________(E)__________ 
Email:________________________ 
Enclosed are my dues for: 
____$30 (Reg). 
____$10 (Low Income) 
____$50 (Sustaining) 
 
Please make checks payable to John 
George Democratic Club and mail to P.O. 
18802 Oakland, 94619  
For Information call 436-7682. 
 
From Tom Tomorrow: 

) 
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Co-chairs - Alona Clifton, Walter Riley 
Recorder/Newsletter Editor -  Jack Lucero Fleck 
Corres. Secretary - Vacant 
Treasurer - Deborah Smith 
Parliamentarian - Robert Raich 
� * � � ! 
 
 � � � � : $ ! &) �
Political Action - Charles Robinson,  

                 Brandon Price 
Program & Ed. - Laurie Soman 
                            Pierre Laboissiere  
Resolution Committee -- Lorie Hill 
Fundraising - Jacqueline Howell 
Media – vacant 
Membership – Vacant 
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Comment by Lorie Hill—This cartoon makes a sad point about US culture, guns and violence.  Last 
week the Washington Post carried and  article about how Idaho Senators Larry Craig (NRA Board 
Member) and Michael Crapo have been blocking the appointment of U.S. Attorney MichaelJ. 
Sullivan as acting Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives for a year 
now because of complaints that the ATF has been “getting a little too aggressive”  in enforcing gun 
laws! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


